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of different animals, the elements of astronomy, botany,
and zoology, and the chief facts of the New Testament.
Wilderspin's first school was opened at Spitalfields,
London, and soon attracted a horde of visitors. He then
began lecturing upon the subject throughout the United
Kingdom, often demonstrating his methods with classes of
children he had taken along, and organized infant schools
everywhere. In 1824 an "Infant School Society" was
founded and through it several hundred schools were
established. A dozen years later an organization for
training infant school teachers, known as "The Home and
Colonial School Society/' was founded, which undertook
to ingraft Pestalozzianism upon the infant school stock.
While the combination resulted in some improvement of
the infant schools, and real object teaching and sense
training were more emphasized than they had been, the
spirit of Pestalozzi was largely lost. There was too much
imitation of the formal instruction of older children, and
an evident attempt to cultivate infant prodigies. In this
form the infant schools spread throughout Great Britain,
and were adopted as a regular part of the English public
system, when it was established in 1870 (see Chap. XVIII).
Infant schools in the United States. — Similar schools
open to all younger children also sprang up in the United
States during the first quarter of the nineteenth century.
For many years they were nowhere regarded as an essen-
tial part of the public school system, and were managed
separately, but about the middle of the century they were
generally united. In 1818 Boston made its first appro-
priation for "primary schools, to provide instruction for
children between four and seven years of age." These
schools were divided into four grades, beginning with the
study of the alphabet and closing with reading in the New

